Proposal for a Historic
Roses Bed within
Hampton Court Palace
Rose Garden

Historic Roses Group
of the RNRS.

(Revised January 2016)
Site, aspect and soil

Soil analysis results

The area lies within a large formal rose garden, planted with a selection of New English,
shrub, species and some climbing and rambling roses. Some beds are edged with box.
The proposed site measures approximately 1.8m in depth and runs to length of
approximately 20m. It is backed by an aged red brick wall of some height. There is a
narrow band of grass in front of the planting area dividing it from the gravel path. There
are currently 3 large climbing plants on the wall. (Wisteria sp. and Actinidia sp.)
The site faces due south. This, together with the presence of the wall, which acts as a
heat sink, means that the site will be extremely hot in midsummer, and sheltered from
the north.

Texture;
Organic matter:
Soil pH:
Av. Phosphorous:
Av. Potassium:
Av Magnesium:

The soil lies over a gravel subsoil. There is a good depth of easily workable loam, at least
0.4m. The soil appears to be a light, gritty loam, dark in colour, with few stones, it does
however lack body. Given the excellent soil analysis results, the hybrid tea roses of the
current planting are all exhibiting severe signs of rose replant disorder.
Brief
The Historic Roses Group would like to donate a selection of historic roses to the garden,
to celebrate and commemorate the coincidence of the 25th Anniversaries of the HRG, and
The Hampton Court Palace Flower show. It would be suitable therefore, to use 25
varieties.
This small collection would enhance the visitor’s experience of the walk through the
garden and give added interest, both visual and olfactory. The HRG would be happy to
produce a small explanatory leaflet, with details, dates and stories about the individual
roses. As this is an area of the gardens, which is free entry, and can help to entice
visitors to further explore the gardens and palace grounds, it is important that we choose
varieties which are good performers in addition to having historic interest.
See Concept Page 2.

Sandy loam
12.4% (High)
7.2
212.0 mg/1 (Index 8 Very High)
460mg/1 (Index 4 High)
209mg/1 (Index 4 High)

Proposal; Ground Preparation
The ground should be completely and thoroughly double dug, incorporating soil
improvement and mycorrizal fungi.
I recommend the inclusion of 3 bulk bags of soil improver. Either farm yard manure, or
local council recycled green waste would be suitable. On planting, the backfill soil and the
rose roots should be dressed with mycorrhizal fungi. Rock dust and bone meal should be
added to the backfill and the bottom spit.

Proposal: Planting
Ideally we should provide bare root roses.
A simple arrangement of roses in groups of 1 2 and 3 plants. The limitations of the site
preclude any more fussy arrangement.
Three obelisks or pyramids (See suggested features)
(Four climbers/ramblers on rear wall eventually)
See Planting Plan Page 2
See Sketch Page 3
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